Lower and Upper Kindergarten Newsletter

5th January — 20th March 2026

Sharing The Planet

Central Idea: Living and nonliving things in ecosystems are interconnected and impact each other

Lines of Inquiry

How living and nonliving things
are connected

The role of living things in our
ecosystem

How living things share the
environment

Research Skills
e Thinking Skills

Specified Concepts

e Form
e Function
e Responsibility

Other Concepts

e C(Classification
e Ecology

Learner Profile

e Inquirer
e Reflective
e Principled

By the end of this unit:

Transdisciplinary Learning
(Additional learning objectives for UK students are highlighted in blue)

Language
Presenting in front of a group, with some facilitation
Include letters and numbers when presenting ideas
Identify the beginning and end of a sentence
Analyse the use and organisation of visual effects to create a particular impact

Maths
Estimate quantities to 5
Divide even quantities of a group in half using manipulatives as representations
Divide even quantities of a group in quarters using manipulatives as
representations
Solve simple addition problems using stories and manipulatives

Art
Work individually or in groups with trust and confidence
Explore basic bodily movements
Describe what they notice about an artwork

Use appropriate terminology to discuss artwork

PSPE
Initiate new combinations of movement and gesture in order to express and
respond to feelings, ideas and experiences
Demonstrate a sense of competence with developmentally appropriate daily
tasks and seek support to develop independence
Explore different movements that can be linked to create a sequence

Science
Explain how plants and animals depend on each other to survive
Explain why plants are vital to sustaining life on earth
Compare characteristics of living and non-living things

Social Studies
Explain the way advances in technology affect individuals
Use evidence to develop opinion

Children will have developed a comprehensive understanding of how living and nonliving things in ecosystems are interconnected and
impact each other. They will have explored the intricate relationships between organisms and their environments and learn about the
significance of balance and harmony within ecosystems. Children will have gained insights into the roles different organisms play in an
ecosystem and how they rely on each other for survival. Lastly, they will understand the ways in which human actions can either
positively or negatively impact ecosystems and contribute to their preservation or disruption.

How you can support your child at home:

. Encourage your child to explore their environment by taking walks and visiting nearby parks. Make observations along your

journey, looking closely at any plants or animals you see.
Engage in discussions with your child about living organisms and their needs. If you have a family pet, encourage them to take
a more active role in caring for it and ask questions about why their needs might differ from ours.

Read books or articles about living organisms such as animals or plants and discuss their importance to the environment.
Visit local institutions together, such as libraries or museums.
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